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LACK FRIDAY 
HAS CHANGED. 
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WHY: 


Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News 


Among the reasons for Black Friday losing some of its luster is the fact that many stores are open on Thanksgiving, 
as evidenced at J.C. Penney in Boulevard Mall in Amherst last year, when bargain boots were bought by the stack. 


Lovejoy sees 
most checkpoints 
by Buffalo police 


Residents feel traffic stops help keep 
their district safer, Fontana says 


By DEIDRE WILLIAMS 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Buffalo police conducted 
more traffic checkpoints this 
year in Lovejoy than in any oth- 
er Common Council district, 
according to figures released 
Tuesday. 

But no one’s complaining 
to Lovejoy Common Council 
Member Richard A. Fontana 
about the 92 checkpoints in his 
district. 

“No one’s complained to 
me,” Fontana said. “They real- 
ize it’s keeping the community 
safer. I want to commend the 
police for using proper judg- 
ment.” 

The North and Fillmore 
districts had the next-highest 
number of checks, 68 and 65, 
respectively. 

Meanwhile, checkpoints 
were less common in other dis- 
tricts. The districts with the 
fewest checkpoints were Uni- 
versity, 34; Delaware, 35; and 
Ellicott, 43. 

“Thave no preference wheth- 
er there are more or less checks 
in the Ellicott District, as long 
as all of the checks are conduct- 
ed fairly and with an explain- 
able strategy and process across 
the city,’ saidCommon Council 
President Darius G. Pridgen, 
who represents the Ellicott Dis- 
trict. 

The three other districts - 
South, Masten and Niagara - 
each had roughly the average 
number of checkpoints, 57. 


University, Delaware 
see fewest stops 
Council 2017 traffic 
district checkpoints 
Lovejoy 92 
North 68 
Fillmore 65 
South 59 
Masten 58 
Niagara 57 
Ellicott 43 
Delaware 35 
University 34 
Total 511 


Note: Number of Buffalo Police 
Department traffic checkpoints in 
2017 through Oct. 31 


Source: Buffalo Police Department 


points came under fire in Au- 
gust bymembers of Black Lives 
Matter-Buffalo, who asked the 
state Attorney General’s Of- 
fice to open an investigation 
into the Buffalo Police Depart- 
ment. The group alleged police 
routinely discriminate against 
people of color. 

The group cited a study by 
the University at Buffalo Law 
School and Cornell University 
that found Buffalo police par- 
ticipated in “routine, daily sus- 
picion-less crime-suppression 
checkpoints” in a letter to the 
Attorney General’s Office. 

In the two years after Buf- 
falo police in 2012 formed the 
“Strike Force Unit,’ which uses 
checkpoints as part of its strat- 
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With ‘heart as big as the sun, he raised 
her like a daughter, then was murdered 


By AARON BESECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Thomas D. Heath raised Alexandria 
Heath like she was his own child, even 
though she wasn’t. 

He called “Allie” his daughter. She 
called him dad. 

But Friday, she and her boyfriend 
killed him, according to Buffalo police. 

The 17-year-old was actually Heath’s 
stepgranddaughter - a daughter of his 
ex-wife’s daughter from another relation- 
ship. 

In recent months, the teenager 
caused him more and more grief, a 


Alexandria Heath, 17, and boyfriend 
Romaine Jirdon, 19, are due in City 
Court today on charges of killing her 
stepgrandfather, Thomas D. Heath. 


friend of Heath said. In the last few 
years, Allie started associating with in- 
dividuals of whom Heath wasn’t partic- 
ularly fond. 

But Heath kept his heartache pri- 
vate, said Bill Zimmerman, Heath's 
friend for more than 20 years. Heath, 
who worked as a welder and pipe fitter 
and was a cancer survivor, kept work- 
ing to be a good parent and kept loving 
Allie, Zimmerman said. 

“He just had a heart as big as the sun,” 
Zimmerman said. 

Authorities have accused Alexan- 


See Homicide on Page A5 


accounts were hacked 


Security chief fired 
for keeping it secret 


By MIKE Isaac 
AND KATIE BENNER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


SAN FRANCISCO - Uber 
on Tuesday disclosed that it 
was the victim of a data breach 
in October 2016 that affected 
57 million driver and rider ac- 
counts and that it fired its chief 
security officer, Joe Sullivan, for 
keeping the breach a secret for 
more than a year. 

The ride-hailing compa- 
ny said information on driver 
and rider names, emails and 
telephone numbers had been 
compromised by the attack. 
After the breach, two hackers 
approached Uber demanding 
payment for the stolen data and 
proof of the deletion of the data. 
Uber did not make the breach 


Inside: ATT ts cauGut 
IN MIDDLE OF DEVELOPMENTS 
BY THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
AND FCC. PAGE AG 


public and instead paid the 
hackers $100,000 to ensure the 
stolen data was expunged. 

The issue came to light in 
recent months after an investi- 
gation by Uber’s board into the 
company’s past, in which board 
members looked at several in- 
ternal practices. Dara Khos- 
rowshahi, who was chosen to 
be the chief executive in late 
August, said he only recently 
learned of the incident and de- 
cided to take action. 

“None of this should have 
happened, and I will not make 
excuses for it,’ Khosrowshahi 
said in a company blog post. 


See Uber on Page A5 
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